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Spiraling to Success
Let’s Talk Math:  Having the Words to Talk the Talk







“The sum of three consecutive 

even whole numbers equals the 

product of the cube root of twenty-

seven and the second number. 

What are the three numbers?”
 

Why academic content vocabulary?





• Doing nothing

• Just “telling”

• Pure definitions

• Punitive vocabulary

• Biting off too much

What doesn’t work….

Mean:

the value obtained by 

dividing the sum of 

several quantities by 

their number



• Start the year with intent.

• Have a reasonable plan.

• Hold yourself accountable.

• Work the plan.

• Celebrate small victories.

What does work….



• Visual examples

• Four words per week

• Complete in the first 

semester

• Varied, daily practice

• Accountability

The Plan….







Teacher File



Student management…. Card management….



• Using flash cards

• Back Talk

• Table work

• One Up

• Strong questions

• Flyswatter

• What’s the question?

• Know the difference

• Bingo

• Wall Work

• 20 Questions

Have fun….





Table Work



Table Work Reversed



One Up



What’s the question?



Flyswatter



Know the Difference



BINGO



Wall Work



Twenty Questions



• Cumulative

• Formative

• Summative

• Increasing depth

Accountability….





They’re everywhere!

Resource
Intervention

Dyslexia

ESL

PALS

Watchdogs
Sub Folder

Parents



Learning how to learn: for math and for life.

Be an active 

participant in 

your own 

rescue.





kathy.tipton@spiraledsolutions.com

(254) 723-8462

CAMT Booth 433 
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